
 

   
 

Temadag: Syntaksforståelsens 
betydning for læseforståelse 

 

Det er velkendt fra læseforskningen, at afkodningsfærdigheder, ordforråd og 
tilbøjeligheden til at læse mellem linjerne spiller væsentlige roller for skoleelevers 
forståelse af tekster. I de senere år har der været øget forskningsfokus på, at også 
elevers færdigheder i at udnytte den information om betydning, der findes i 
ordrækkefølge, kan have betydning for, hvorfor nogle elever har sværere ved at forstå 
tekster end andre. Som afslutning på forskningsprojektet ”The making of stronger 
readers: the role of syntactic proficiency in understanding texts” præsenterer dette 
arrangement en række foredrag fra nogle af de fremmeste forskere på området. 
Arrangementet vil foregå på engelsk og er henvendt til læsevejledere, læsekonsulenter, 
audiologopæder studerende og forskere.  

Det er gratis at deltage, men tilmelding senest den 3. juni er påkrævet på dette link. 
Arrangementet er finansieret af Danmarks Frie Forskningsråd. 

Tid og sted: 18. juni kl. 9 – 13, Københavns Universitet, Søndre Campus, Bygning 4A, 
lokale 4A.0.69 (se Kort over Søndre Campus – Københavns Universitet) 

Program 

9-9:10: Velkommen 

9:10-9:45: Helene Deacon: Sentences: How to bring children’s syntactic skills into 
theory and classrooms 

9:45-10:20: Kate Nation: When is children’s reading comprehension ‘good enough’? 
10:20-10:45: Kaffe 

10:45-11:20: Maryellen Macdonald: Sentence comprehension and book language in 
young readers 

11:20-11:55 Susan Ebbels: Grammatical language difficulties in children with 
(developmental) language disorder: target identification, intervention and support 
11:55-12:15 Pause 

12:15-12:50 Mads Poulsen & Rikke Vang Christensen: The role of syntactic 
proficiency in understanding texts: Results from the Stronger Readers project 
12:50 Tak for i dag og sandwich 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=kX-So6HNlkaviYyfHO_6kalR1fmjs4BCigPTWCxWMuVUQ1A5SEVFTUdQSElDTjNZSVc1T1lEU0RSMi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=kX-So6HNlkaviYyfHO_6kalR1fmjs4BCigPTWCxWMuVUQ1A5SEVFTUdQSElDTjNZSVc1T1lEU0RSMi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=kX-So6HNlkaviYyfHO_6kalR1fmjs4BCigPTWCxWMuVUQ1A5SEVFTUdQSElDTjNZSVc1T1lEU0RSMi4u
https://hum.ku.dk/kontakt/kort-soendre-campus/


 

   
 

Beskrivelser af foredrag 
Sentences: How to bring children’s syntactic skills into theory and classrooms 
Hélène Deacon and Katie Hoferek, Dalhousie University 

To be able to understand texts as a whole, children need to be able to make sense of 
the sentences that make them up. Here I report on recent studies from my lab showing 
the power of children’s skill with sentences—assessed in an oral context—on their 
reading comprehension. I also consider how we might specify the role of syntax in 
models of reading comprehension. 

 
When is children’s reading comprehension ‘good enough’? 
Kate Nation, University of Oxford 
  
To comprehend text, children need to understand sentences. In this talk, I focus on 
sentences that contain a temporary syntactic ambiguity (e.g., in the sentence While 
Anna was dressing the baby played in its crib, after reading dressing, it is not clear 
whether Anna is dressing the baby or dressing herself). How and when do children 
resolve the ambiguity to bring about comprehension? We will consider what it means to 
understand a sentence by contrasting children’s online processing as they read with 
their offline comprehension, as tapped by answers to explicit comprehension 
questions. The talk will provide opportunity to consider the multifaceted nature of 
reading comprehension, and we will also reflect on the challenge of trying to assess 
children’s comprehension ability. 
 

Sentence comprehension and book language in young readers 
Maryellen MacDonald, University of Wisconsin-Madison 

Many educators have heard of book language, the language patterns that are 
characteristic of books and other texts, but they haven’t necessarily heard why they 
should care about book language. This talk will explain why the language of books is 
different than speech to children and why that difference matters to children’s reading 
comprehension. I’ll focus on sentence comprehension, the ability to convert the words 
and syntax of a sentence into an understanding of what the sentence means. While 
sentence comprehension typically seems effortless for fluent readers, research shows 
that both words and syntax are frequently ambiguous, requiring mental effort to settle 
on the most likely interpretation of a sentence. Knowledge of book language is critical 
to these mental processes of sentence comprehension. I’ll discuss how young readers 



 

   
 

acquire knowledge of book language and sentence comprehension skills and how to 
help children along this path. 

 
Grammatical language difficulties in children with (developmental) language 
disorder: target identification, intervention and support 
Susan Ebbels, Moor House Research and Training Institute 
  
Difficulties with production and comprehension of sentences are very common among 
children with Developmental Language Disorder and indeed among children with 
broader language disorders associated with conditions such as deafness, Down 
syndrome and autism. Effective and efficient intervention first requires identification of 
the specific grammatical structures and features which cause particular challenges. 
Intervention can then be specifically targeted at those structures which are likely to 
have the greatest impact on the developing language system, functional 
communication and/or access to the educational curriculum. 
Intervention may focus on the child, aiming to increase the range of structures they can 
accurately use and understand such that they can communicate and access the 
curriculum more effectively. Intervention may also focus on the child’s environment, 
working with parents, teachers and those involved in designing and writing curriculum 
and exam materials to help them to avoid using structures that are likely to cause 
challenges for children with language disorders and where these cannot be avoided, to 
provide specific support. 
In this talk I will talk first about individualised intervention focused on improving the 
range of sentence structures that children with DLD can use. Then I will talk about a 
project investigating their understanding of Maths word problems, particularly looking 
at how the structure and language of the word problem affects performance. 
 

The role of syntactic proficiency in understanding texts: Results from the Stronger 
Readers project 
Mads Poulsen & Rikke Vang Christensen, University of Copenhagen 

We present an overview of a series of studies to what extent school-aged children differ 
in how well they extract information from word-order in sentences, to what extent this is 
related to their text comprehension, whether this depends on home language status, 
and whether we were able to improve grade 5 children’s syntactic proficiency through 
instruction. 
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